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Letter to a European Peer — From Independence to Freedom

Hello Anna,

Today I want to tell you about Georgia’s journey before it became independent. As a European, you probably
understand well what it means to be a free and independent citizen. That’s why I chose to share this story with
you—to show how much we went through to have what others may take for granted.

Independence is one of the most important values for every nation. It means being free as a country and having
the power to decide your own political, economic, and cultural future.

Georgia’s path to independence was full of challenges and hardships. It happened during very difficult historical
and political times. Our fight for freedom involved many years of war, occupation, and great loss. The movement
toward independence grew stronger in the late 1980s, during the collapse of the Soviet Union. A key moment
was the tragedy of April 9, 1989, when the Soviet army violently ended a peaceful protest. This event deeply
strengthened the desire for independence among the people. Finally, on April 9, 1991, Georgia officially declared
its independence.

Although this was a proud and historic moment, it was followed by serious problems. The country soon faced a
political crisis, civil war, and economic collapse. Poverty increased, and crime and instability made life very
difficult. Things began to change after the Rose Revolution in 2003, which started a new phase of reforms.
Independence also allowed people to think more freely. Today, Georgians are active in society, express their
opinions, and defend their rights.

In the end, Georgia followed a long and hard road to independence. But despite many obstacles, it gained the

chance to build a free and democratic future.

Best regards,

Ana-Maria Tsulaia



